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ESCAP’s focus

❑ Gender integration
1. Thematic: 

a. Mainstreaming gender in environment statistics

2. Systems:  

b. Strengthening responsiveness of national statistical systems to 
(gender) policy demands (gender policy-data integration)

c. Strengthening communication of data using a gender perspective

❑ Gender specific
d. Harnessing existing time-use data for national policy formulation and 

SDG monitoring
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Strengthening responsiveness of NSS to (gender) 
policy demands

▪ Technical support to develop/strengthen comprehensive national indicator sets 
on GEEW -> one-stop-shop monitoring/progress reporting

▪ Development/application of the generic policy-data integration tool (EPIC)

– Analysis of GEEW-related policies identify priority population groups and issues

– Identification of disaggregated data needs 

– Mapping data/info needs to existing  relevant indicators (national, regional, global incl. 
SDGs) to develop a comprehensive GEEW indicator set

– Identification of data gaps and data waste

– Insights on policy gaps

– Systematic, purpose-driven user-producer engagement

▪ https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/SD_Working_Paper_no.9_Sep2019
_EPIC_tool.pdf

▪ Development of IT tool and related guidelines underway for wider use
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National workshops to strengthen gender indicators (2018-19)
Policy document/s analysed

using EPIC
Stakeholders involved Output/s

Armenia 
(April 2019)

▪ 2013 Law on Ensuring Equal 
Rights and Equal 
Opportunities for Men and 
Women.

▪ Draft Strategy and Program of 
Activities on Ensuring Equal 
Rights and Opportunities for 
Women and Men

▪ Statistical Committee (NSO) 
▪ Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 

(NWM)
▪ Ministry of Agriculture; Economic 

Development & Investments
▪ Prime Minister’s Administration

Inputs for a comprehensive 
national indicator set on 
women’s economic 
empowerment (potential 
subset of a broader 
monitoring framework for 
GE law/strategy) 

Viet Nam
(March 2019) 

(in 
partnership 
with UN 
Women)

▪ 2006 Gender Equality Law 
▪ 2011-20 Gender Equality 

Strategy

▪ General Statistics Office (NSO)
▪ Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social 

Affairs (NWM)
▪ Ministry of Planning & Investment; 

Health; Education & Training;  
Agriculture & Rural Dev

▪ Vietnam Women’s Union
▪ CSOs and research institutions

Recommendations to 
strengthen 2nd draft of 
National Statistical 
Indicators on Gender 
Development as a one-stop-
shop of GE indicators to be 
used by national agencies 
(mandated by PM office)

Philippines
(Aug 2018)

▪ Magna Carta of Women ▪ Philippines Statistics Authority  (NSO)
▪ Philippine Commission on Women 

(NWM)
▪ National Economic & Dev Authority
▪ Dept. of Health; Labour & Employment; 

Agriculture; Environment & Natural 
Resources; Interior & Local Govt.; Social 
Welfare & Dev

▪ Senate Economic Planning Office

Inputs to:
▪ Refine the Compendium 

of GEWE indicators
▪ Support the upcoming 

revision of the Magna 
Carta of Women and its 
logical framework (2019 
onwards)
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Strengthening communication of gender data

▪ Regional capacity building workshop (June 2019) in partnership with UN Women:

– Statistical literacy; design of gender data communications strategy; data visualization; 
engaging the media for gender data communication

– NSOs, NWMs, line ministries, CSOs, journalists

– Armenia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, Tonga, Viet Nam

▪ Lessons learned:

– Insufficient gender data dissemination by producers

– Limited awareness of existing gender data on the part of data users 

– User-producer disconnect in terms of data needs vs. data available

– Lack of comprehensive gender data communication strategies in countries

▪ Planned regional/national workshops in 2020 in partnership with UN Women:

– User-producer dialogues

– Basic gender data literacy among users

– Targeted gender data communication products

– Visualization of gender data

– Single national platform for accessing gender data

– Feedback mechanism to better respond to needs of gender data users
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Harnessing existing time-use data for national 
policy formulation and SDG monitoring

▪ Raise awareness among the statistical and user communities of 
the potential of time use data to address key policy issues of 
sustainable development

▪ Strengthen national capacity to analyze time use data 

▪ Thereby, advocate for more and improved time-use data 
collection
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Existing time-use data in the Asia-Pacific region*

*Based on internet search.  Not a comprehensive list.

Before 2000 2000-2004 2005-2009 2010-2014 2015-2019 2020 onwards

[27] [21] [22] [16] [7] [1]

Australia(87) Armenia(04-I)* Armenia(08-I)* Australia(13) China (18-I) Australia (20)

Australia(92-I) Cambodia (03-M)* Australia(06-I)* Azerbaijan(12)* HK, China (15)*

Australia(97-I) HK, China (03-I)* Azerbaijan(08) Bangladesh(12-I)* India (19-I)

Bangladesh(84-M) Indonesia (04-M) Bhutan (06-I) Bhutan (10) Japan (16-I)*

Bangladesh(90-M) Japan (01-I)* Bhutan (07-M) India (13-I) Kyrgyzstan (15)*

China (95-M) Kiribati (01-I) China (05-I) India (18-I) Mongolia (15)*

Cook Islands (98-M) Kyrgyzstan (00) China (08-I)* Iran (14-I) Thailand (15-I)*

Fiji (87-I) Lao PDR (02-M) Georgia (05) Japan (11-I)*

India (97-M) Malaysia (03-M) Indonesia (05-I) Kazakhstan (12-I)

India (98-I)* Mongolia (00-I)* Iran (08-I)* Kyrgyzstan (10-M)*

Indonesia (98-I)* Nepal (03-M) Japan (06-I)* Malaysia (14-M)

Japan (96-I)* Philippines (00-I)* Japan (07) Mongolia (11-I)*

Lao PDR (92-M) R Korea (04-I) Kazakhstan (06-I) Nepal (10-M)

Lao PDR (97-M) Sri Lanka (01-I) Kyrgyzstan (05-M) R Korea (14-I)

Nepal (96-M) Thailand (01-I)* Lao PDR (07-M) Turkey (14-I)*

Nepal (98-M) Thailand (04-I) Nepal (08-M) Tuvalu (13-M)

PNG (62-M) Timor-Leste (01-M) New Zealand (09-I)*

PNG (77-M) Tuvalu (03-M) Pakistan (07-I)*

PNG (98-M) Vanuatu (99-M) R Korea (09-I)

New Zealand (98-I)* Viet Nam (02-M) Thailand (09-I)

R Korea (99-I) Viet Nam (04-M) Timor-Leste (07-M)

Samao (91-M) Turkey (06-I)*

Solomon Isl. (85-M)

Vanuatu (83-M)

Vanuatu (95-M)

Viet Nam (92-M)

Viet Nam (97-M)

Total = 94  surveys (92 surveys until 2018 + 2 surveys from 2019 onwards - ongoing/planned) 94

By NSO

By other agency

Ongoing or planned surveys

   I Independent survey

   M Module

     * Survey report is available



Capacity building and technical support for data 
analysis (2014-15)

▪ China, Mongolia and Thailand: national statistical offices and relevant 
government ministries

- Formulating research questions

- Managing time use data files

- Selecting appropriate data analysis methods

- Designing and implementing analysis plans

- Interpreting and summarizing data results 

▪ China (2008 TUS); Mongolia (2011 TUS); Thailand (merged 2009 LFS 
and TUS) 
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Key outputs: Analytical papers (gender themes)

▪ Bargaining Power and the 
Household Division of Labour: 
Evidence from 2008 China Time-Use 
Survey

▪ How Does Public Infrastructure (or 
Lack Thereof) Affect Time Use in 
Mongolia?

▪ Work-Life Balance and Time Use: 
Lessons from Thailand
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As a continuation: Time-use data analysis 
publication (2018-19) (in progress)

▪ Collection of studies by researchers/academia using 
national time-use survey data:

- Demonstrate/guide the use of such data for SDG 
monitoring and analysis of SDG issues

- Guide the design and conduct of related capacity building 
workshops at national/regional levels

- Serve as self-learning resource - conceptualization of 
research studies with gender focus; techniques for time-
use data analysis
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Typical chapter structure

▪ Chapter focus

▪ Relevance of the theme
- Linkages with SDGs
- National policy implications
- Gender implications

▪ Analytical logic

▪ Step-by-step guide to apply analytical technique/s (mostly using 
Stata)

▪ Chapter summary

▪ References

▪ Exercises for replication (some chapters, if available)
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Themes/policy areas covered (Chapters 2-8)

Using time use data to:

1. Provide complementary information to add depth and detail to LFS findings (1998-99 
pilot Indian Time-use Survey data)

2. Understand gendered patterns of withdrawal from labour force (1998-99 pilot Indian
TUS)

3. Highlight gender differences in amount and intensity of outside school study time 
(2003-16 American Time-use Survey data) 

4. Highlight impact of unequal household division of labour on female/male labour
supply and earnings (2008 Henan Province Time-use Survey drawn from the 2008 China
Time-use Survey )

5. Assess interference of unpaid domestic and care work with paid work and leisure 
activities depending on time of the day the activities are conducted (2010 South Africa 
Time-use Survey)

6. Expand understandings of time poverty as a dimension largely not considered in policy 
discourses and poverty reduction programme (2014-15 Turkish TUS)

7. Demonstrate benefits of public investment in safe water supply and sanitation on time 
spent on household work (2011 Mongolia National Time-use Survey) 
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Current status

▪ Editing:

- Strengthen links to SDGs 

- Consistent chapter style

- Remove duplication across chapters/with other existing resources

- Language editing etc.

▪ Consultation with relevant partners:

- Ensure no duplication with existing resources

- Check consistency in definitions, concepts etc.

- Seek additional inputs

▪ Challenge

- Data access and use permission
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▪ Gender policy-data integration:
– https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/SD_Working_Paper_no.9_Sep2019_

EPIC_tool.pdf
– https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/ESCAP.CST_.2018.CRP_.1_EPIC_a_g

eneric_tool_for_policy-data_integration.pdf
– https://www.unescap.org/blog/progressing-women-economic-empowerment
– https://www.unescap.org/events/national-workshop-gender-policy-data-

integration-context-women-s-economic-empowerment-issues
– https://www.unescap.org/events/technical-meeting-strengthen-gender-

indicators-and-related-data-production-and-use-response
– https://www.unescap.org/events/capacity-building-workshop-gender-policy-

data-integration-armenia

▪ Gender data communication:
– https://www.unescap.org/events/workshop-communicating-gender-data-

promoting-better-use-and-delivering-impactful-messages

▪ Time-use data analysis:
– https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/publications/APPJ%20vol.%2031

%20No.1_rev.PDF
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